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Cyanide
• Hydrogen cyanide (HCN) is a product of

combustion of certain materials.
• High in:

– Plastics
– Wool
– Silk
– Synthetic rubber
– Polyurethane
– Asphalt

Pathophysiology

• Cyanide can be inhaled, ingested or absorbed (rarely).
– Ingestion more common with suicide/murder
– “Don’t let the enemy get the information out of you”

• Toxicity depends on:
– Route
– Dose 
– Duration of exposure
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